27th Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference 

26-28 August 2018, Mariehamn, Finland
Intervention by the Director of the NDPHS Secretariat.
· Thank you for the invitation to this meeting and the opportunity to address the Conference on the topic of cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region.
· The Northern Dimension Partnership in Public Health and Social Well-being (NDPHS), which I will briefly introduce, has been established 15 years ago to provide a framework to support common efforts in the field of health and social well-being. Our Partnership is one of the structures operating within the Northern Dimension policy, which is a joint policy between four equal partners - the European Union, Iceland, Norway and the Russian Federation. As of today, it has grown into a mature network combining policy and decision makers, experts and a well-established secretariat hosted by Sweden. 
· The Partnership is currently chaired by Latvia and co-chaired by Poland. The NDPHS Partners are ten governments mainly from the Baltic Sea Region, as well as the European Commission and eight international organisations. 
· In its work, the Partnership focuses on three main priorities: 1) prevention of life-style related non-communicable diseases 2) reduction of the spread of major communicable diseases and 3) promotion of healthy and socially rewarding lifestyles and tackling risky behaviours. 
· Since 2015 there are 7 Expert Groups operating within the framework of the NDPHS: 

1) Expert Group on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR EG);
2) Expert Group on Alcohol and Substance Abuse (ASA EG);

3) Expert Group on HIV, TB and Associated Infections (HIV, TB&AI EG);

4) Expert Group on Non-communicable Diseases (NCD EG);

5) Expert Group on Occupational Safety and Health (OSH EG);

6) Expert Group on Primary Healthcare (PHC EG);

7) Expert Group on Prison Health (PH EG).

· Our main areas of work are exchange of expertise, knowledge brokering, networking, developing and implementing specific collaborative projects. Our Partnership is engaged in the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region, where we are the Policy Area Coordinator for Health. Our mission here is to foster macro-regional cooperation in policy shaping and increasing the visibility of health in the regional cooperation agendas. It goes without saying that better health leads to increased quality of life and increased prosperity. 
· To illustrate our on-going work, I would like to give some examples. 

· Our Antimicrobial Resistance Expert Group has just completed its work on the EU co-financed project “Northern Dimension Antibiotic Resistance Study” (NoDARS). Nowadays antimicrobial resistance is among the most serious health threats and extensive knowledge of the antibiotic resistance epidemiology is important to understand the risk factors and to help countries design more effective and efficient approaches to the antimicrobial resistance. The NoDARS project provided new useful information on the levels of antibiotic resistance in society in several countries in the region and will form a basis for international and governmental organisations and policy makers to make evidence-based decisions. Some countries have already informed that they will adjust their national guidelines in line with the project’s recommendations.
· Another example is working with a topic of continuous challenge for public health and medical professionals, that is harmful use of alcohol. In the beginning of 2018 the Partnership Annual Ministerial Conference adopted the NDPHS Declaration on Harmful Use of Alcohol that focussed on three major topics: a) alcohol use during pregnancy and its influence on the development of the baby (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)), b) screening of harmful use of alcohol of the patients of the internal disease clinics and 3) community-based interventions to prevent and tackle harmful use of alcohol.
· The third example is the on-going work to develop a common NDPHS flagship project involving all seven NDPHS Expert Groups. The central topic to be addressed will be health of senior citizens. All the Partners in the NDPHS similar to the rest of the world, are experiencing growth in the number and proportion of older persons in their population with implications for all sectors of society, including labour markets, health care services and social support systems. Health systems are insufficiently aligned with the needs of the increased number of older persons they now serve and efficient policies are needed to mitigate the pressure on national budgets as well as to promote healthy ageing and increase of healthy life years. 
· This NDPHS umbrella project will contribute to the process of advancing health and well-being of people in their older age and ensuring enabling and supportive environments for that. The unique method of cooperation within the Partnership where experts and policy makers engage in a direct dialogue, would be a key foundation to make this joint ambition to become a reality.
· These examples demonstrate how regional cooperation in health contributes to addressing common challenges by joining the knowledge and experience. We at the NDPHS are strong believers in the value of international cooperation and therefore very much appreciate the opportunity to be an observer of the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference and follow your important work. 
· Thank you for your attention and I will be happy to answer any questions that you might have regarding the NDPHS.
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